Winterizing Your Home for Freeze Protection

In south Louisiana where many of our residences are built above ground, it's always a good idea
to winterize your home to avoid freeze damage during times of hard freeze conditions, especially when
sub-freezing temperatures are expected for an extended period of time.

How to Freeze Protect Your Home

e The first step to winterize your home is to keep your residence heated. The heating system in the

home can help to keep waterlines from freezing.
e Worap water pipes with foam pipe insulation and hold the insulation with duct tape.

e Secure thermostatic heating tape around the pipes with duct tape, plug the heat tape into a nearby

receptacle to help maintain a constant pipe temperature.

o If the residence will not be heated or unprotected plumbing is exposed to extended sub-freezing
temperatures, then draining the plumbing lines is the best form of freeze prevention. Turn off the
water supply at the main shut off valve. The main shut off valve is usually located near the water
meter or where the pipes enter the residence from the outside. Open all faucets in the residence
including showers and tubs. Flush the toilets. Begin on the top floor of the house and work your
way down. We also suggest that you turn off and drain your water heater.

e If you must drip your water, drip the faucet at the furthest distance from the point where the water
enters your house using a “pencil thin” drip. This will allow water to pass through all of the
piping. Excessive running of water is wasteful and can cause lower than normal pressures

throughout a water system.

If you have any questions or need any additional information, please contact your local LAWCO

customer service office.



